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BRINGING REAL MUSCLE TO BEAR AGAINST SYRIA

Summary:

Syria at present has a hammerlock on US interests both in Lebanon and in
the Gulf -- through closure of Iraq's pipeline thereby threatening Iragi
internationalization of the war. The US should consider sharg1¥ escalating
the pressures against Assad through covertly orchestrating simultaneous
military threats against Syria from three border states hostiTe to Syria:

Tragq, Israel and Turkey. Iraq, perceived to be increasingly desperate in the
Gulf War, would undertake limited military (air) operatlnns against Syria with
the sole goal of opening the pipeline. Although opening war on 2 second front
against Syria poses considerable risk to Irag, Syria would also face a two-
front war since it is already heavily engaged in the Bekaa, on the Golan and
n maintaining control over a hostile and restive population inside Syria.

Israe] would simultaneously raise tensions along Syria‘'s Lebanon front
without actually going to war. Turkey, angered by Syrian support to Armenian
terrorism, to Iragi Kurds on Turkey's Kurdish border areas and to Turkish
terrorists operating out of northern Syria, has often considered launching
unilateral military operations against terrorist camps in northern Syria.
Virtually all Arab states would have sympathy for Irag.

Faced with three belligerent fronts, Assad would probably be forced to
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